


The Children’s Hospital Foundation 
acknowledges and pays respect to the past, 
present and future Traditional Custodians and 
Elders of this nation and the continuation of 
cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
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A message from our  
Board Chair and our CEO 

Lyndsey Rice 
Children’s Hospital  
Foundation CEO

On behalf of the Children’s Hospital Foundation, we are proud 
to share our 2024-2025 Impact Report highlighting our progress 
and achievements made possible by you.

Together with Children’s Health Queensland, we have continued to strengthen the care 
and support we provide to Queensland children and their families over the past 12 months.

This year, our partnership reached new heights, driven by a shared vision to ignite and 
inspire generosity and deliver life-enhancing impact. This partnership ensures that 
we consistently support the areas of greatest need and maximise the impact of every 
dollar donated by our generous community.

Because of you, we can look back on the past year with immense pride and hope for the 
future. We invested millions of dollars into high-impact programs, and we hope you enjoy 
reading about some of these successes, and learning about our bold new initiatives.

This year, we helped Children’s Health Queensland launch the Transport to Treatment 
program to improve healthcare access for Queensland First Nations children and 
families. We introduced the Family Concierge program to our suite of wrap-around 
programs and services to address the non-clinical needs of families in hospital. We 
supported a world-first research discovery - right here in Queensland - that could 
change the future for kids with brain cancer.

These investments are already creating positive change for Queensland children, from 
the Cape to the Tweed.

We also launched our new Impact Strategy – a new framework that will allow us to 
better articulate our intent and the change we want to make, guide our investment  
into strategic priorities and outline how we measure our impact.

We are more committed than ever to delivering tangible impact for Queensland children 
and look ahead with excitement for what is possible when we work together.

Thank you for your continued support. Thank you for ensuring every Queensland child 
has every chance to thrive.

With heartfelt thanks,

Dr Jane Black
Children’s Hospital  
Foundation Chair 
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Our informed 
approach to impact 

This year we launched our new 
Impact Strategy, strengthening our 
commitment to meet the changing 
and unique needs of Queensland 
children. 

Our new approach to impact will see us 
work in partnership with Children’s Health 
Queensland to prioritise funding that  
supports the greatest areas of need. 

Through implementing this evidence and 
outcomes-based model, we can better 
articulate our intent and the change we want 
to make, guide our investment into strategic 
priorities, and importantly outline how we 
measure our impact. This plan will enable 
us to connect our supporters with funding 
outcomes that make a meaningful difference 
for Queensland children and their families.  

Thanks to you, we are reshaping 
our investments to maximise our 
contribution to children’s health  
and wellbeing across the state.

In 2025-26, we will focus on  
four key areas of impact:

Transform care through programs and 
equipment that drive positive change

Excellence in Clinical Care (30%)

Create an environment where children 
and families feel connected, safe, 
empowered and nurtured

Patient & Family Wellbeing (30%)

Enhance the capacity and capabilities 
of paediatric health in regional 
hospitals to keep kids local

Care Closer to Home (10%)

Enable research breakthroughs and 
better treatments to enhance care

Research (30%)
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Key 

  Inpatient admissions 

  Outpatient appointments

   Emergency department presentations

Right now, one in three children at Queensland Children’s 
Hospital comes from outside of greater Brisbane. 

As our state continues to grow, so does the 
demand on our healthcare system. Queensland 
Children’s Hospital has seen a 27% increase in 
demand for care since 2020.       

Your support ensures we can continue to 
meet the evolving and complex needs within 
paediatric healthcare, ensuring every child,  
no matter their age, condition or postcode,  
is given every chance to thrive.

Here for every child from  
the Cape to the Tweed 

North West
  158      1,093      43   

Torres and Cape
  135      702      48   

Cairns and Hinterland

  560      3,841     108   

Darling Downs

  1,962     14,515      666   

Mackay

  530      4,623      127   

Central Queensland

  1,188      10,319     445   

South West

  131      1,537      93   

Wide Bay

  1,006     9,962      410   

Central West

  75      458      29   

Townsville

  618      3,647      153   
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Interstate / Overseas
  1,203      9,359      786   

Sunshine Coast

  1,657      15,319      674  

Brisbane

  32,668      206,150      65,869   

West Moreton

  4,157      27,095     5,429   

Gold Coast
  1,885      14,072      702   
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A new initiative is paving the way for better access to 
healthcare for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children and families, thanks to people like you.

In partnership with Children’s Health 
Queensland, we are helping to ensure that 
transport is never a barrier to life-saving  
care through the newly launched Transport  
to Treatment program. 

Transport to Treatment provides culturally  
safe and reliable transport to First Nations 
families accessing care at Queensland 
Children’s Hospital through a free bus service. 

Right now, 12% of First Nations patients in the 
Children’s Health Queensland network miss 
medical appointments – over double the rate 
of non-Indigenous patients – mainly due to 
transport challenges.

By improving access to medical appointments, 
this program helps to prevent avoidable 
hospital admissions and improve long-term 
health outcomes for First Nations children.

To make this possible, Children’s Hospital 
Foundation funded three dedicated, culturally 
safe buses and a 0.5 full-time equivalent staff 
support. The program launched in Brisbane, 
with plans to expand to Cairns, Rockhampton 
and Mackay in the coming years.

“Access to healthcare should never 
be determined by distance, means 
or transport challenges.” 
Lyndsey Rice, Children’s Hospital  
Foundation CEO

The Transport to Treatment program has 
been made possible thanks to the generosity 
of supporters, including the Lord Mayor’s 
Charitable Trust, Tour de Cure (with funding 
from Can4Cancer in partnership with 
Commbank Foundation), RP Medical (via 
Perpetual), The Gambling Community Benefit 
Fund and dedicated donors like you. 

Breaking down barriers  
with Transport to Treatment  

Improved healthcare 
access for First Nations 
children and families  
across Queensland

Financial and emotional 
relief through a culturally 
safe, reliable and free bus 
service

Key outcomes
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6,816 
interactions through 
our Book Bunker 

5,993 
beads earned and 
gifted to children in 
recognition of their 
bravery through our 
Bravery Beads program

10,970 
visits to our Kidzone 
playroom to give kids 
and families a break 
from hospital

1,419 

children supported 
through child-minding 
in our Kidzone 
playroom

Because of you, our Impact Programs at Queensland 
Children’s Hospital supported over 130,000 interactions  
with young patients and their families last financial year.

In a family’s toughest moments, our team place children at 
the centre of their hospital experience. Through the delivery 
of our Impact Programs, we help create a safe space and 
offer joyful moments that nurture connection, empower 
families and bring moments of happiness to the hospital.

More than 90% of families who engage in our programs 
and services reported feeling better supported and more 
connected in their child’s care journey.

130,000  
moments of connection  
and support

Last year, our 130,000 interactions included:   
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1,656
roaming play 
interactions in 
outpatient clinics  
at Queensland 
Children’s Hospital

571
bedside play visits for 
kids confined to their 
rooms at Queensland 
Children’s Hospital

2,825 
cuddles through our 
Cuddle Care program

421 
interactions with 
families at the Ellen 
Barron Family Centre

10,022 
patients supported in 
the operating theatre 
holding bay

7,227 
patients supported in 
the operating theatre 
recovery

1,998 
inpatient orientations 
conducted by our 
Family Concierge

43,637 
families supported 
by our Wayfinder 
volunteers

14,928
people engaged in our 
events, activations and 
excursions

9,503
free frozen meals 
accessed by caregivers

800 
Hush Packs distributed 
to caregivers to 
support a restful  
sleep on the wards

2,217 
items of clothing and 
toiletries provided to 
families in emergency 
situations
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This year, we launched our Family Concierge role to enhance 
the delivery and effectiveness of our Impact Programs at 
Queensland Children’s Hospital. This important role connects 
families to our in-hospital programs and services, helping to 
relieve fear and uncertainty.

Inpatient admissions can come with a significant 
fear of the unknown, as families are thrust into 
unfamiliar environments, navigating complex 
medical terms and treatment options. 

In response to feedback from families, our 
Family Concierge program was designed  
to address the need for:

	 Access to food for caregivers and families

	 More support for caregivers unable to  
leave the bedside

	 More distraction and connection for 
children unable to leave their rooms

	 Difficulty navigating the hospital and  
support services

	 Timeliness of response to non-clinical 
requests. 

Families now have the support of a friendly 
face to help them access information about 
entertainment and support services, connect 
them to food options or where to find things 
that are often forgotten in the rush to get  
to hospital.

Through providing this support, we can also 
help address some of the emotional needs and 
allow frontline workers to focus on delivering 
clinical care.

Day in the life of our  
new Family Concierge    

Our Family Concierge program has been made 
possible thanks to the generous support of 
Hyundai Help for Kids, who funded our first 
full-time concierge and helped launch the pilot 
year of the program.

Improved hospital experience 
through a dedicated non-clinical 
support resource  

Reduced mental and emotional 
burden on families during hospital 
stays

Enhanced clinical care through 
freeing up the time of frontline 
workers

Key outcomes
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The power of one conversation 
One conversation. 15 minutes. That’s all it took our Family Concierge to 
transform the hospital experience of a family with a 16-month-old baby.

Here’s how:

Booked Cuddle Care for post-
surgery cuddles

Arranged a cozy quilt and 
pillowcase to warm up  
their hospital home

Provided information on our free 
FareShare frozen meals and other 
options to ensure access to free 
and nutritious food

Scheduled bedside play for a 
sibling for that same afternoon

Dropped off our Hush Pack  
and shampoo and conditioner  
for some much-needed rest  
and self-care

Lined up books from our Book 
Bunker library for recovery time
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From marathon runners to firefighters 
turned cyclists, you continued to show 
up for sick kids in 2024/25. Thanks 
to our generous community, we can 
continue to invest in world-class care 
and support for Queensland kids,  
when and where it is needed most.      

Huge strides for  
our community           

Total Raised: $93,423

Gold Coast Marathon 

Our Gold Coast Marathon supporters 
pounded the pavement for sick kids, 
raising an incredible $93,423 for the 
Children’s Hospital Foundation. 

Among our top fundraisers were father-
son team Hans and John Zimnoch, who 
raised $19,000 – the highest amount 
ever raised by two individuals in one of 
our peer-to-peer campaigns. Hans and 
John ran in memory of their beloved 
daughter and sister Natasha, who passed 
away from cancer 30 years ago in 1995.

We also thank Rebecca Wood, our peer-
to-peer champion, and Alexander Gregg, 
who raised $10,730 while preparing his 
son for a bone marrow transplant.
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Total Raised: $115,393

Bike 4 Burns 

Rain, heat and hills did not stop our 
firefighters, police and paramedics from 
riding from Eidsvold to Brisbane, raising 
$115,393 for young Queensland burns 
patients through Bike 4 Burns.

Since 2006, this passionate community 
has raised over $1 million to support life-
changing burns treatment and recovery.

Thanks to them, we have funded new 
equipment like the CO₂ fractional 
laser to improve scarring and mobility, 
supported research into dressings that 
reduce pain and speed up healing and 
backed programs like the Striving Deadly 
Scar Camp NQ and Camp OZ – helping 
kids adjust to life after a burn injury.

Total Raised: $90,730

Bridge to Brisbane 

This year, team Children’s Hospital 
Foundation hit the streets for Bridge 
to Brisbane in a big way. Together, we 
raised almost $91,000 for sick kids –  
our best result to date. 

Max Shearer - who was diagnosed with 
a rare form of brain cancer when he 
was 10 - secured first place for overall 
fundraising for the event, raising $13,100. 
Max ran his first ever Bridge to Brisbane 
while undergoing his second round of 
chemotherapy. Now at 22, he has raised 
more than $150,000 for the Children’s 
Hospital Foundation over the years.  

Special mentions must also go to Team 
Trumps, The Gym Junkies and Rebecca 
Wood, who spent months at Queensland 
Children’s Hospital with both her babies.
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Wishes from children in hospital can look different.  
Their wishes are not for toys or games. Their wishes  
are for courage, for answers and for more time. 

The following wishes have been taken from our Wishing Tree 
at Queensland Children’s Hospital. Real wishes from kids and 
families in hospital that you help make come true.  

What Queensland  
kids wish for   
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Because of you, a tumour is not just a clinical problem  
- it can be the beginning of a research solution.  

With your support, we are funding vital work 
at the Queensland Children’s Tumour Bank 
and the Children’s Health Queensland Clinical 
Trials Laboratory Support to drive cancer 
breakthroughs here in Queensland and around 
the world.

Human cancer tissue samples, including 
solid tumours, blood and bone marrow, 
have long helped researchers gain a better 
understanding of how childhood cancer cells 
grow and develop. 

Last year, your generosity helped to power two 
critical services to increase this knowledge, 
right here in Queensland: 

	 Queensland Children’s Tumour Bank (QCTB): 
	 Queensland’s only paediatric tumour bank, 

and one of the very few free tumour banks 
in Australia. QCTB samples help to advance 
cutting-edge research, molecular testing 
and personalised medicine to bring better 
treatments to children with cancer.

	� Children’s Health Queensland Clinical Trials 
Laboratory Support (CTLS): 

	 High-quality infrastructure and support for 
oncology and non-oncology clinical trials to 
expand opportunities for children with rare 
and complex diseases to access clinical trials 
of novel therapies.

Behind the scenes  
at the Queensland  
Children’s Tumour Bank         

Through deepening our understanding of 
childhood cancers and expanding access to 
clinical trials, you are helping to transform 
research into real-world outcomes. 

Increased access to high-quality 
tumour samples to accelerate 
childhood cancer research

More opportunities for children 
with rare and complex diseases  
to access novel therapies 

Supports Queensland’s position 
as a global leader in paediatric 
research

Key outcomes
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177 
new patients consented to add their 
samples to the Tumour Bank

801 
specimens collected, processed 
and stored

226 
samples shared with nine national 
and international collaborators

176 
children and families directly 
supported through enrolment  
in clinical trials

177 
families indirectly supported 
through QCTB sample collection  
and research access

You made  
this possible
Here’s a look at the work 
you made possible at the 
QCTB and Children’s Health 
Queensland CTLS in 2024-25:
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In 2024-25, Children’s Hospital 
Foundation handed the baton to the 
next generation with our new Young 
Ambassador program. 

With a shared goal to make an impact, we were 
proud to welcome Gold Coast and Tweed 
Heads locals, Australian Olympian and X-Games 
gold medallist Chloe Covell, rising star Chaydon 
Jay, best known for his role as Young Elvis in Baz 
Luhrmann’s ELVIS and acclaimed First Nations 
singer-songwriter Budjerah.

Chloe, Chaydon and Budjerah were joined by 
Brisbane Lions player and Norm Smith medallist 
Will Ashcroft, Children’s Hospital Foundation 
volunteer Max Shearer, actress Andie Rose and 
budding philanthropist Henry Majer.

Our Young Ambassadors play a pivotal role in 
championing our mission, engaging with their 
communities and driving fundraising efforts  
for sick children across Queensland.

Young Ambassadors step up 
to inspire sick kids     

“I wanted to do whatever I could  
because I knew how hard it was 
for kids going through cancer 
treatment and sickness. I ran my 
first 10 kilometres for Bridge to 
Brisbane while going through 
chemotherapy – it was nowhere 
near as hard as the brain surgery, 
so I’ve just kept it up ever since.”

Max Shearer, Children’s Hospital 
Foundation Young Ambassador
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This year, Children’s Hospital Foundation proudly welcomed 
Lady Mayoress Nina Schrinner as our first-ever Honorary 
Ambassador, marking an exciting new chapter in our mission.

With a deep dedication to community and 
a drive to make a difference, Lady Mayoress 
Schrinner is shining a light on the vital 
programs, life-saving research and family 
support services we fund. 

Lady Mayoress Schrinner is a Non-Executive 
Director and Chair of the Board for the 
Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust. She is also a 
lawyer and, in recent years, has worked as 
a special advisor to the Commonwealth 
Attorney General.

Lady Mayoress Schrinner said she is 
humbled to step into the role and 
excited to help make a difference for 
kids in hospital. 

“Every child deserves the opportunity 
to grow up healthy and happy, and it’s a 
privilege to be part of a Foundation that 
works tirelessly to make that happen.”

In her time as Honorary Ambassador, 
Lady Mayoress Schrinner has been 
volunteering her time to support 
our Impact Programs at Queensland 
Children’s Hospital. This has included 
reading stories to children in our Book 
Bunker and doing crafts with children  
in our Kidzone playroom. 

Lady Mayoress joins as our  
first Honorary Ambassador         
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More than  
just music  
This year, music therapy continued to 
provide comfort, connection and the 
chance to create lasting legacies for 
critically sick and injured children at 
Queensland Children’s Hospital.

Patients and their families benefitted from 
music therapy during some of their most 
difficult times in 2024-25.

At Queensland Children’s Hospital, music 
therapy can become something to hold onto 
for families – a bridge to connection when fear 
and anxiety feel overwhelming.

With your support, music therapy can ease 
their journey through reducing anxiety, pain and 
emotional distress during medical procedures, 
long hospital stays and palliative care.

Beyond relief, music can also profoundly aid 
rehabilitation. 

A young patient who was admitted to the 
Paediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU), with an 
acquired brain injury following a stroke, showed 
the extraordinary outcomes possible. 

After two weeks in a coma, her rehabilitation 
was complex and daunting for her whole 
family. As she emerged from sedation, music 
therapy helped regulate alertness, encouraged 
meaningful interaction and supported physical 
rehabilitation through instrumental play. 

Singing assisted vocal recovery, while 
songwriting provided a powerful outlet for 
emotional expression and coping. By the  
end of her admission, the patient had written a 
song that captured her identity and resilience 
within a challenging recovery journey.

Enhanced rehabilitation 
participation 

Supported effective pain 
management and wellbeing  
of young patients

Created lasting memories for 
families in palliative care

Key outcomes
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560
patients and their families in 
PICU benefitted from music 
therapy during some of their 
most difficult times
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This year, we marked a very special milestone at Children’s Hospital 
Foundation – Queensland Children’s Hospital’s 10th birthday.  

As the philanthropic partner of Queensland 
Children’s Hospital, we are proud of the part  
we have played in the hospital’s story since it 
first opened its doors to Queensland children 
on 29 November 2014. 

Thanks to you, our support has seen thousands 
of volunteers donate 246,000 hours of their 
time and our Children’s Hospital Foundation-
funded clinical researchers improve the 
outcomes possible for children with illnesses 
and conditions like cancer, cystic fibrosis and 
cerebral palsy. 

Our partnership has also funded cutting-edge 
equipment, such as the digital PET-CT scanner 
and electroencephalogram (EEG) machine, to 
ensure Queensland kids can receive the best 
possible care and treatment – close to home. 

Looking back on 10 years of 
Queensland Children’s Hospital        

Over the past 10 years, Queensland Children’s Hospital has provided 
more than 3.4 million episodes of care to over 455,000 children and 
young people from across Queensland and northern New South Wales. 

“As we continue to see life-
changing advances in children’s 
healthcare, we will continue to 
raise our ambitions to match 
the thinking, the imagination 
and the vision of the team at the 
Queensland Children’s Hospital.”
Lyndsey Rice, Children’s Hospital  
Foundation CEO
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Introducing our Hall of Fame 

Recognising the pivotal role that supporters like you play in our 
success, we inducted some of our most esteemed donors, partners 
and volunteers into our Hall of Fame for the first time in 2024-25. 

Our Hall of Fame celebrates exceptional individuals and organisations who have profoundly 
impacted our organisation over the years, helping us to achieve milestones and make significant 
strides in our mission. We are honoured to celebrate our most recent Hall of Fame Award recipients. 

Volunteers

Akiko Katagiri 

Carmel Drennan 

Carla McGree-Eakin 

Doris Litke 

Edna Mallalue 

Gayl Wilkes 

Glennie Marshall 

Heather Farr 

Heather Reid 

Helen Walker 

John Gordon 

Julie Williams 

Kevin Wendt 

Linda Cook

Lisa Hamilton 

Margaret Hindle 

Margaret Walker 

Moyra Walls 

Noel Maloney 

Patricia D’Arcy 

Peta Stolz 

Peter Cornell 

Rawyn Lee 

Rachael Watson 

Roslyn Semtner 

Ruth Coulin 

Partners and donors

ALH Group
AMIEU Queensland Branch
BIG W
Collins Foods Limited
DISSH
EVT 
Geoff Carrick Estate
Goldburg Family  
Foundation Pty Ltd
Graham and Linda Huddy
JJ’s Waste and Recycling
Kinghorn Foundation 
Merchant Charitable 
Foundation

Sapphire Committee 
Siemon Family
Sporting Chance Cancer 
Foundation
Steggles Charity Nest
The Coffee Club
The Lott by Golden Casket
Tour de Cure
Woolworths Supermarkets
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Every year, hundreds of Australian families hear 
the words, “your child has brain cancer”. It kills 
more Australian children than any other disease. 

For the children who survive, standard treatments 
like surgery, radiation and chemotherapy have 
long-term impacts on their development and 
quality of life.

These children face challenges from cognitive 
impairments such as memory loss and learning 
difficulties to physical disabilities and emotional 
and psychological struggles. 

But because of your generosity, this is 
beginning to change. 

In a world-first study conducted right here in 
Queensland, researchers at the Children’s Brain 
Cancer Centre have trialled a promising new 
drug known as CT-179. 

When used in combination with radiation 
therapy, it has shown remarkable success in 
destroying tumour cells, delaying recurrence and 
improving survival outcomes in pre-clinical trials. 

According to Children’s Brain Cancer Centre 
Co-Director, Professor Bryan Day, “Our study 
demonstrated that the drug CT-179, used in 
combination with standard radiation therapy 
prolonged survival in a range of preclinical 

medulloblastoma models, delayed recurrence 
of the disease and increased the effectiveness 
of radiotherapy.”

This discovery is part of a groundbreaking 
collaboration between QIMR Berghofer, the 
University of Queensland and Children’s Health 
Queensland, made possible by you.

Children’s Brain Cancer 
Centre breakthrough 
advances treatment  
options for kids with  
brain cancer     

Thanks to your support, a world-first discovery - 
right here in Queensland - could change the  
future for kids with brain cancer. 

“This research could lead to new 
combination therapies that are less toxic, 
more effective and offer better outcomes 
for young patients.”

Professor Bryan Day, Children’s Brain  
Cancer Centre Co-Director

Safer, more targeted treatments for 
children with brain cancer 

Better long-term outcomes and 
quality of life through reducing 
long-term side effects associated 
with current treatments

Key outcomes
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A word on our  
CHF Legacy Advisory

This year, our CHF Legacy Advisory continued to 
demonstrate the power of meaningful conversations 
and connections to create impact for sick and 
injured children across Queensland.
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The Sapphire Committee  
shines bright

Our Sapphire Committee celebrated  
a major milestone this year, surpassing 
$1 million raised and reaching a total 
of $1.6 million raised since inception.

The Sapphire Committee is a dedicated group 
of modern philanthropists who generously 
volunteer their time and connections to  
raise funds to drive meaningful change for 
future generations.

Thanks to the amazing support from 
sponsors and guests, the Committee 
reached a major milestone in 2024-
25 – marking over $1 million raised for 
sick and injured children. An incredible 
feat for a group that started under two 
years ago in December 2023. 

This funding has opened new possibilities  
for our future at Children’s Hospital Foundation. 
It has supported world-first research into  
a novel cancer vaccine at the Ian Frazer 
Centre for Children’s Immunotherapy Research 
and brought new therapies and clinical trials 
to Queensland children through providing 
the seed-funding for the Children’s Health 
Queensland ACTION Centre.

The Sapphire Committee have not only made  
an impact, but ignited a movement.
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